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 LETTER TO THE EDITOR
MICROSURGERY 27:575 2007
RECONSTRUCTIVE MICROSURGERY; NOT NONOPERATIVE
FACIAL REJUVENATION: ESSENTIALS OF PLASTIC SURGERY
IN THE 21ST CENTURY
Dear Editor,
We read with interest the book review on ‘‘Essentials
of Plastic Surgery’’ by Dr Lineweaver, the editor of this
journal.1 First, we ﬁrmly believe Dr Jeffrey Janis is to be
congratulated on editing this book, which has been wel-
comed by many of our colleagues in the United Kingdom.
The portability and clear, concise language combined with
clear illustrations makes it very useful reading when prepar-
ing for examinations, operating sessions, and clinics.
The insightful comments of Dr Lineweaver regarding
‘‘page allocations’’ highlight the changing face of plastic
surgery in the new millennia. This new ‘‘face,’’ unsurpris-
ingly seems to be particularly apparent in the resource-rich
countries of the Western World, perpetrated by the media
and ﬁnancial renumeration. The page allocations are prob-
ably due in part to the perceived relative thirst for knowl-
edge that plastic surgery residents in the USA have, and the
extent of enthusiasm that contributing authors had to write
such chapters. It always seems to be easier to get authors to
write chapters on breast augmentation rather than pressure
sore management. It should be noted that many of the best
chapters are written by Dr Janis himself, and the amount of
time and effort imparted is to be lauded.
Plastic surgery has certainly advanced immeasurably
since the early descriptions of soft tissue surgery in the
Edwin Smith Papyrus and Sushruta’s famed efforts in the
reconstruction of amputated noses circa 600 BC.2 It is inter-
esting to note that concerns about the increasing interest in
cosmetic surgery are not new: both Gilles and Blair were
perturbed by the actions of contemporary plastic surgery
colleagues.3 Blair personally insisted on being called a gen-
eral surgeon.4 As a group we should be proud of the work
of Alexis Carrel who laid the framework for vascular anas-
tomosis,5 allowing us to enter the era of complex autolo-
gous microsurgical reconstruction, and more recently the
era of composite tissue allotransplantation. Because of the
specialty of plastic surgery having such a unique diversity,
transcending the anatomic boundries and techniques that
limit other specialities, no general plastic surgery handbook
is going to please everybody all of the time. I can reassure
Dr Lineweaver that in the UK, at least for the time being,
the Trainees Microsurgery, Upper Limb Trauma, and Gen-
eral Reconstructive Surgery chapters are much more bat-
tered and highlighted. All 31 pages of our Nonoperative Fa-
cial Rejuvenation chapters are pristine.
REFERENCES
1. Lineaweaver WC. Essentials of plastic surgery: A UT southwestern
medical centre handbook. Microsurgery 2007;27:522–523.
2. Whitaker IS, Karoo RO, Spyrou G, Fenton OM. The birth of plastic
surgery: The story of nasal reconstruction from the Edwin Smith Pa-
pyrus to the twenty-ﬁrst century. Plast Reconstr Surg 2007;120:327–
336.
3. Hallock GG. Plastic surgeon: Asset or mere mercenary? Plast
Reconstr Surg 2001;108:568–570.
4. Webster JP. In memoriam: Vilray Papin Blair, 1871–1955. Plast
Reconstr Surg 1956;18:83–112.
5. Carrel A, Guthrie CC. Anastomosis of blood vessels by the patching
method and transplantation of the kidney. 1906 classical article. Yale
J Biol Med 2001;74:243–247.
SCOTT A. CAIRNS, B.M., M.R.C.S.
IAIN S. WHITAKER, B.A. (Hons), M.A. Cantab, M.R.C.S.*
Welsh Centre for Burns and Plastic Surgery
Morriston Hospital, Swansea, UK
*Correspondence to: Iain S. Whitaker, B.A. (Hons), M.A. Cantab, M.R.C.S.,
Welsh Centre for Burns and Plastic Surgery, Morriston Hospital, Swansea,
UK. E-mail: iainwhitaker@fastmail.fm
Received 27August 2007; Accepted 27 August 2007
Published online 11 September 2007 in Wiley InterScience (www.interscience.
wiley.com). DOI 10.1002/micr.20418
VC 2007 Wiley-Liss, Inc.
